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Welcome Message from the ESL Department Heads 
 

We at the American International School Chennai feel privileged to be 
working in such a linguistic and culturally diverse place as Chennai.  
Here at AISC we are fortunate to have more than 40 countries 
represented in our student body.  We are accredited by The Council of 
International Schools and the Middle States Association.  We are 
members of The European Council of International Schools (ECIS) as 
well as The Near East South Asia (NESA) Council of Overseas Schools 
and we are both an AP as well as an IB World School.  Please contact 
us to arrange a visit and find out why the American International 
School Chennai is the premier international school in Southern India. 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Bruce Sullivan     Eric Mccutcheon 
Elementary ESL Department Head   Secondary ESL Department Head 
eesldepartmenthead@aisch.org   sesldepartmenthead@aisch.org 
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Philosophy:  We at the American International School Chennai believe that all 

children are capable of achieving at their potential in both the social as well as the 
academic realms.  In order to facilitate these beliefs, for children who are learning in 
an environment that is not in their first language, we take a team approach where the 
parents, faculty and community work together to provide the best education possible 
to our children. 
 

Goal: The goal of our ESL program is to incorporate a variety of activities into the 

curriculum that encourage students to use the target language of English in their 
communications. According to the natural approach of second language learning, 
ñacquisition of a second language occurs when students are exposed to realistic 
contexts for communicative language use in the classroomò. To know which activities 
best fit the needs of our learners; our teachers use a variety of assessment 
techniques. The use of multiple assessment techniques allows for the identification 
of specific strengths and weaknesses in the areas of Speaking, Listening, Reading, 
Writing and Comprehension to be identified for each student.  Ongoing data  
collection in the forms of writing samples, teacher observations, speaking and 
listening continuums and benchmark testing, allow teachers to look at the Language 
Assessment Scales results for each student and draw conclusions that are used to 
drive lesson planning and transitioning decisions. 
 
Background:  As AISC has grown and become the major International School in 

Southern India we have evolved our programs and diversified our faculty base to 
better meet the needs of our changing population.  The Elementary faculty is made 
up of an eclectic group of highly qualified teachers from all over the world.  
Professional Development in the areas of language acquisition is an ongoing 
process supported by the administration and pursued by all members of the faculty 
at AISC. 
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Welcome to the Elementary School ESL Program at AISC 
 
The ESL program at AISC is one in which students spend the majority of their day in 
the Mainstream classroom.  Inclusion in the mainstream classroom provides a 
language rich environment where students are exposed to the authentic language of 
education.  It is through the language of the classroom that students gain access to 
the curriculum of the grade. 
 
For those students who arenôt quite ready to join the class on a full time basis 
because their language skills arenôt at the level necessary to follow the complex 
interactions occurring in the English language the ESL Department offers one period 
a day of introductory English. The goal of this class is to expose students to the 
basic language of communication that will allow them the opportunity to succeed in 
the mainstream classroom.  The key to the success of both programs lies in the 
relationships that are formed between the ESL and Mainstream teachers.  
 
 Upon entrance to the school all students who come from families who are not native 
English speakers have their English language skills assessed through both a 
personal interview as well as through testing with the Language Assessment Scales 
(LAS). The LAS testing measures a studentôs language in the areas of: speaking, 
listening, reading and writing. Children who test as Beginners are placed in the pull 
out classes during language arts as well as in content support during foreign 
language for grades 4&5.  Children who test as Intermediate are monitored in the 
mainstream classroom by an inclusion ESL teacher.  Children who test at the 
proficient level are classified as mainstream students who receive no direct support 
from the ESL department.  

 
Throughout the year student progress is monitored and when transitioning from one 
program to the next occurs it is because a line of communication was implemented 
that set off a series of events.  Teacher to teacher communication leads to the 
profiling of students language behaviors when both the ESL teacher and Classroom 
teacher complete the Listening and Speaking Continuums for identified students.  
When these or Benchmark testing indicate significant language development the full 
LAS series is administered and students specific language skills are measured. 
Students can test into one of three language categories and this along with teacher 
recommendations place a student as Beginner, Intermediate or Proficient.  
Beginning Students in grades 1-5 attend pull out classes during Language Arts and 
additionally grade 4&5 Beginner and Intermediate students attend a separate pull out 
class for content support while mainstream students attend foreign language 
classes.  Intermediate students in Grades 1-3 remain in the classroom during 
Language Arts time. Proficient students are exited from ESL into the Mainstream. 
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Welcome to the Middle School ESL Program at AISC 
 
The purpose of ESL is to create active, capable, self-starting learners.  ESL students 
are faced with a formidable task.  They must learn English for use in a social context 
and as the functional language of the academic curriculum.  Therefore, the ESL 
program is designed to integrate the teaching and learning of language with 
academic content.  In this way, students will develop the ability to communicate in 
English as they are introduced to the content areas of science, social studies, 
English grammar, composition, and literature.  At different grade levels, and 
according to the student needs, ESL instruction takes on different forms. 
 
Placement in ESL classes is based upon the 
Language Assessment Scales (LAS) test along 
with teacher recommendation.  Students are 
transitioned from one level to another based on 
quarterly benchmark assessment results, 
assessment results in all skill areas, writing 
samples, class grades, class performance, 
Transition Portfolio, and teacher 
recommendations. 
 

 
Students in 
grades 6-8 currently take 3.5 classes.  These classes 
will be ESL Language Arts, ESL Social Studies, 
ESL Science, and a Beginner ESL support class for 
writing every second day in place of foreign language.  
A beginning ESL student will spend on average two 
semesters in each course, with occasional exceptions.  
Each student is monitored for movement to the next 
ESL level through the use of portfolios, assessments, 
class performance, and teacher recommendations. 
 

 
 

Intermediate ESL students in grades 6-8 
currently take 2.5 classes.  These classes will be 
ESL Intermediate Social Studies and 
Intermediate Language Arts.  They also attend 
Intermediate ESL, an extra ESL support class 
every second day in lieu of a foreign language.  
These latter classes are self-contained ESL 
classes which prepare the students for 
mainstream content.  An Intermediate ESL student 
will spend on average two semesters in each 
course, with occasional exceptions.  Each student 
is monitored for movement to the next ESL level 
through the use of portfolios, assessments, class 
performance, and teacher recommendations. 
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Students in grades 6-8 currently take .5 class. They are mainstreamed for all classes and 
will take Advanced ESL class in place of foreign language.  This class focuses on writing 
development.  An ESL student can take a foreign language after exiting the ESL program.  
Each student is monitored for movement through the use of portfolios, assessments, class 
performance, and teacher recommendations. 
 

 

   

 

   

 

 

 

 

  



6 

Middle  School ESL Course Descriptions 
 
 

ESL Language Arts Beginner: This course is designed for the Beginning level of 
English language development. The course provides a balanced exposure to the 
four areas of language learning: listening, speaking, reading and writing. Special 
attention is given to learning and practicing the accurate use of grammatical 
structures. Additionally, aspects of literature and literary themes are woven into the 
teaching of language. Students progress from this course into Shadow English.   
 
 

ESL Social Studies Beginner: This course is designed for the Beginning level of 
English language development through the content of social studies themes. It 
familiarizes students with the vocabulary, skills and concepts required for the 
mainstream history class. Through readings and language exercises, students learn 
the language of social studies and sharpen comprehension skills.  
 
 

ESL Science Beginner:  This course is designed for the Beginning level of English 
language development through the content of science themes.  It familiarizes 
students with the vocabulary, skills and concepts required for the mainstream 
science class.  Through readings and experiments, 6th graders will explore earth 
science, 7th graders life science, and 8th graders physical science. 
 
 
ESL Math Beginner:  This course is designed for the Beginning level of English 
language development through the content of math themes.  It familiarizes students 
with the vocabulary, skills and concepts required for the mainstream math class. 
 
 
ESL Beginner:  This course is designed for the Beginning level of English 
language development to support students across the major language domains of 
reading, speaking, listening, and writing.  Students will participate in the fullest range 
of language activities geared to build on the foundations of English:  drama, poetry, 
CALL, presentations, conversation, pronunciation, multimedia, and research. 
 
 
ESL Language Arts Intermediate: This is a transitional program for ESL students 
preparing them for the mainstream English class.  This course provides students 
with access to the same components as a mainstream class, but taught at a reading 
level suitable for ESL students, including strategies to ensure a smooth transition to 
the mainstream class. Students may take this course for up to one year, and may be 
mainstreamed into the regular English class as soon as they are competent enough 
to handle mainstream content (determined by ESL and mainstream teacher).  
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ESL Social Studies Intermediate: This is a program for preparing ESL students for 
mainstream history classes.  This course provides students with access to the same 
components as a mainstream class, but taught at a reading level suitable for ESL 
students, including strategies to ensure a smooth transition to the mainstream class. 
Students will take this course for one year before being mainstreamed the following 
year. 
 
 
ESL Intermediate:  This course is designed to strengthen and build the skills 
students need as they transition from Beginner to Advanced English speakers.  
Students will continue to interact with language through a variety of language 
activities such as skits, movie making, CALL, research projects, debates, 
presentations, and book making. 
 
 
ESL Advanced: This course is a required course for any student who has entered 
the mainstream English class and has not exited the ESL program.  This is designed 
to strengthen, develop and refine studentsô writing skills.  This course will focus on 
further refining and developing the grammar and editing skills necessary to detect 
and remedy common ESL writing problems. 
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Middle School ESL - Course Offerings and Progression  

 
 

 
 
 
  

Beginner ESL (4.5 Classes) 

ωESL Language Arts Beginner (1 Class)

ωESL Social Studies Beginner (1 Class)

ωESL Science Beginner (1 Class)

ωESL Math Beginner(1 class)

ωESL Beginner (in place of Foreign 
Language) (.5 Class)

Intermediate (2.5 Classes)

ωESL Language Arts Intermediate (1 Class)

ωESL Social Studies Intermediate (1 Class)

ωESL Intermediate (in place of Foreign 
Language) (.5 Class)

Advanced (.5Class)

ωESL Advanced (in place of Foreign 
Language) (.5  Class)
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Welcome to the High School ESL Program at AISC 
 
The purpose of ESL is to create active, capable, self-starting learners.  ESL students 
are faced with a formidable task.  They must learn English for use in a social context 
and as the functional language of the academic curriculum.  
Therefore, the ESL program is designed to integrate the 
teaching and learning of language with academic content.  In 
this way, students will develop the ability to communicate in 
English as they are introduced to the content areas of science, 
social studies, English grammar, composition, and literature.  
At different grade levels, and according to the student needs, 
ESL instruction takes on different forms. 
  
Placement in ESL classes is based upon the Language 
Assessment Scales (LAS) test along with teacher 
recommendation.  Students are transitioned from one level to 
another based on quarterly benchmark assessment results, 
assessment results in all skill areas, writing samples, class 
grades, class performance, Transition Portfolio, and teacher 
recommendations. 
 

Students in grades 9-12 currently take 5 classes of ESL.  Three are 
ESL English classes, one is ESL History, and the other is 
Computer Assisted Language Learning (CALL).  Please read the 
Intensive English Studies Requirements Guidelines in this 
Handbook.  Each student is monitored for movement to the next 
ESL level through the use of portfolios, assessments, class 
performance, and teacher recommendations. 
 
Students take 2 ESL classes.  They will 
take an Intermediate English class and 
an Intermediate History class. These 
classes act as a bridge to teach and 

reinforce the skills and content of mainstream classes.  A 
student will stay in each level for at least two semesters, 
with some occasional exceptions.  Each student is 
monitored for movement to the next ESL level through the 
use of portfolios, assessments, class performance, and 
teacher recommendations. 
 

Students currently take an English for Academic 
Purposes (EAP) support class which counts toward 
elective credit.  This course will be a required course for 
any ESL student who has not exited the ESL program and 
who has been mainstreamed for all subjects.  The EAP 
class focuses on writing development and T.O.E.F.L. 
preparation.  Each student is monitored for exiting through 
the use of portfolios, assessments, class performance, and 
teacher recommendations. 
         


