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Technology in the Student Centered Classroom 
 
How can technology help you involve your students as contributors in the classroom? Come and 
learn tips and ideas to help your students take a leading role in creating content and learning 
experiences.   We will discuss 5 jobs that are a framework for shifting control to the students for 
their own learning.  (This presentation is adapted from Alan November's Student as Contributor: 
Digital Learning Farm presentation.) http://novemberlearning.com/ 

Video Resources 

21st Century Pedagogy http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=l72UFXqa8ZU  
Greg Whitby - http://bluyonder.wordpress.com/ 
Marco Antonio Torres - http://homepage.mac.com/torres21/  
 
Who Owns the Learning - Alan November http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5XuaxukNAZ8  
Alan November - http://novemberlearning.com/ 

5 Jobs that are the Framework for shifting the learning to the students. 
1.  Student as the Teacher 
Mathtrain.tv - Student example of Screencasting used in a classroom setting. http://mathtrain.tv/ 
JingProject.com - Screencasting for free! http://www.jingproject.com/ 
Jing Welcome Guide- Step by step instructions for creating your first capture. 

 Shifts the creation of content to students.  

 Homework becomes something that can benefit the WHOLE class.  

 Brain research shows that a different voice showing a concept helps improve the student’s 
ability to "get" the concept.  

 Students can design tutorials across the entire curriculum.  
PreReqs: Students will need to be taught how to use Jing and how to draw on the 
computer.  Students will also need to be shown how to record audio. 
 
2. Curriculum Reviewers 
Radio WillowWeb - Podcasts by students at Willowdale Elementary School. 
http://millard.esu3.org/willow/radio/listen.html 

 We underestimate what students are capable of all the time.  

 It isn't about the podcast, it is about the content.  

 Students learn to share knowledge, review, and reflect on the curriculum.  
PreReqs: Students will need to be shown how to record audio and find copy"right" music. 
 
3. Class Researcher(s) 
Google Custom Search - Create your own search engine of websites that you and your students select. 
http://www.google.com/coop/cse/  

 Children have been taught in school NOT to find their own answers.  They wait for us 
(educators) to let them access their own answers.  

 We need to teach students to find their own answers and vet this information.  
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 A student or group of students are selected to find answers to questions that come up 
during the day.   

 Best practice at the elementary level is to have the sites for the google custom search 
engine preselected by students and teachers.  This site is the one that is then used by the 
class researchers.  

PreReqs: Setup a google custom search.  Choose who will add to the site.  100 users are the max.  
 
4. Class Scribe(s) 
Google Docs - Collaborate and share work online. http://docs.google.com 
Microsoft word, blog, wiki, sharepoints 

 Teacher thinks about structure of day and creates headings/outline in a collaborative 
document.  Then a student or group of students are assigned to take notes.  If a group of 
students is being used assign a different heading to each student.  

 Show the notes as class is progressing.  

 At the end of the class the teacher will review the notes with the class.  Any changes that 
need to be made are made at this time.  The result - PERFECT NOTES.  

PreReqs: Decide how you are going to create and share the completed notes to the class.  Decide 
how the notes will be taken and by whom. 
  
5. Assignment Creators 
Number the Stars example - Student created work for the book Number the Stars. 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tbXWZCBqQjY 

 Students are given the topic they will be covering.   

 Students then search for student work on the internet or come up with their own ideas.  

 Students bring in the ideas they found to create an assignment on the topic.  

 Highly motivating for students to find other students work.  

 Students can take work they find and adapt it.  

 Teacher will find out more about the students.  

 When students find the assignment then they OWN the assignment.  
PreReqs: An idea of the topic.  An idea of where students can start their search for other student 
work. 

Other Thoughts 

Recording Lectures - Research has show that students who take notes from a podcast of a lecture 
do significantly better than ones who take the notes live.  Students should be able to record 
lectures.  Teachers should podcast every lecture. 
 
Homework vs. Schoolwork - The concept of homework is conceptually flawed.  If a student does 
something wrong in homework they have to wait until the teacher corrects the homework to find 
out what they did wrong.  During this "wait time" mistakes are being reinforced in the 
brain.  Students need immediate feedback when they make a mistake.  Brain research says that 
you must not reinforce errors.  Homework should be done in school and schoolwork at 
home.  Students can watch teacher or student created lessons at home.   Students can create 
content at home.  
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