Virtual Renaissance Fair
Humanities Technology Project

Renaissance fairs are popular attractions around the US and other parts of the world.  They usually occur in the summer months, when people can take time off work and school in order to celebrate in true Renaissance style.  A visitor to a typical Renaissance fair can see jousting and sword fighting, can sample Renaissance food and drink, listen to Renaissance music and see Renaissance plays.  Many people attend Renaissance fairs in full costume.  

Tents
During the next week we will create our own, virtual, Renaissance fair.  You and a partner will each be responsible for one “tent” or Renaissance fair attraction.

In each tent there should be at least 10 artifacts for visitors to see and learn more about.  Each artifact needs to include a title, relevant dates and, if applicable, the name of the artifact’s creator.  You should also provide a well-written paragraph for each artifact that describes it in your own words.  In your tent visitors will be able to see the artifact, read about it and listen to an audio recording about the artifact.  Also, each tent should provide a one page, overall description of the topic at hand.  This should also be well-written and in your own words.       

Tent Requirements:
1 visual at the opening of your tent that gives the tent name and attracts visitors
1 one page overall description of your tent topic
10 visual artifacts
1 title for each artifact with name, date and creator (if applicable)
1 one paragraph description of each artifact, submitted as an audio file to be read while viewing the artifact

Music Tent
The music tent will provide information on Renaissance music, covering topics such as instruments, famous composers, innovations in music and types of music.  In this tent visitors should not only be able to see pictures of instruments and famous composers, but also be able to hear typical Renaissance music.  Therefore, some of your artifacts will be sound recordings.

Requirements:
3 artifacts on Renaissance instruments
2 artifacts on famous Renaissance composers
2 artifacts on Renaissance music innovations
3 artifacts of actual Renaissance style music in MP3 format  
  
Art Tent
The art tent will provide information on Renaissance art, covering topics such as artistic techniques of the Renaissance, famous Renaissance artists, and famous Renaissance art pieces.  You should include both painting and sculpture in your artifacts collection and focus on several, not just one (Leonardo DaVinci) Renaissance artist.  Be sure your focus in on Renaissance art, not Renaissance architecture, which will be a separate tent.  

Requirements:
2 artifacts on Renaissance art technique
4 artifacts on famous Renaissance artists
4 artifacts on famous Renaissance art pieces

Architecture Tent
 The architecture tent will provide information on Renaissance architecture, covering topics such as architectural technique and innovation, famous Renaissance architects, and famous Renaissance pieces of architecture.  

Requirements:
3 artifacts on Renaissance architectural technique and innovation
3 artifacts on famous Renaissance architects
4 artifacts on famous Renaissance architectural pieces

 Medical Tent
A Renaissance twist on a first aid station, your medical tent will provide information about the study and practice of medicine in the Renaissance, covering topics such as advancements in the study of anatomy and medicine, common ailments and treatments and famous Renaissance scientists in the area of anatomy and medicine.    

Requirements:
3 artifacts on advancements in the study of anatomy and medicine
5 artifacts on common ailments and treatments
2 artifacts on famous Renaissance scientists in the area of anatomy and medicine

Food Tent
The food tent will make mouths water with information on common Renaissance dishes, food preparation and the impact of the travel and trade on Renaissance cuisine.  You should also talk about the economics of food and the difference between what common and wealthy people ate.  From feasts, to recipes, to spices and new discoveries your tent will cover the range of Renaissance cuisine.  Don’t forget to talk about what they washed it all down with!

Requirements:
2 artifacts on typical Renaissance dishes
2 artifacts on Renaissance food preparation
2 artifacts on the impact of travel and trade on Renaissance cuisine
2 artifacts on the difference in the diets of the wealthy and the poor
2 artifacts on Renaissance beverages

Fashion Tent
 Move over Coco Chanel.  Your Renaissance fashion tent will represent the highs and the lows of Renaissance fashion, covering topics such as men’s and women’s Renaissance fashion, trends in Renaissance fashion, and Renaissance hairstyles.  This tent should also cover the differences in fashion between the rich and the poor.

Requirements:
3 artifacts on men’s clothing
3 artifacts on women’s clothing
2 artifacts on accessories
2 artifacts on the economics of fashion 

Invention Tent
We owe a great thanks to Renaissance inventors.  The invention tent will feature 10 Renaissance inventions, discussing their origins and their inventors. 

Requirements:
10 artifacts on Renaissance inventions and their inventors

VIP Tent
The Los Angeles of the Renaissance fair, your tent will be the hangout for all of the famous and fabulous individuals of the Renaissance.  Your tent will introduce visitors to 10 famous, or infamous Renaissance figures, giving their picture and a brief biography of each.   

10 artifacts on famous Renaissance figures

Game Tent
In this tent visitors will learn about Renaissance recreation.  Your tent will provide information on Renaissance games. 


  

